The Summer Day

Poem by Mary Oliver Music by Julia Barry
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‘Who made the world? Who made the swan, and the black bear? Who made the grass -
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hop - per? This grass-hop-per, I mean— the one who has flung her-self out of the
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grass, the one who is eat-ing su - gar out of my hand, who is
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mo-ving her jaws back and forth in - stead of up and down— who is
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ga-zing a-round with her e - nor - mous and com-pli - cat - ed
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eyes. Now she lifts her pale fore arms__ and  tho-rough-ly wa-shes her face.
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Now she  snaps her wings o - pen, and floats a way. I don't
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know ex-act-ly what a prayer is. I do know how to pay at - ten-tion, how to
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fall down in - to the  grass, how to kneel down in the  grass, howto be 1i-dle and
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blessed, how to stroll through the fields, which is what I have been do -ing all
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Q) hid N ) hid b bl
day. Tell me, what else should I have done? Does-n't
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ev-ery-thing die at last and too  soon? Tell me,
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